Montessori in the Park PTO Meeting Minutes

October 15th 2009
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PTO Vision Statement: To extend the Montessori spirit into the community by providing opportunities for parents to be involved with their child's education.
      Meeting Started at 3:20 PM

Officers and Teachers in Attendance: Lisa Cusick, Jocelyn Aunapu, Katherine Douglas, Lisa King, Polly Franklin, Tara Mott, Heather Hume, Jodi Qualters, Danielle McEuen, Shannon Pursell, Kim Doll
Total attendance:  Approximately 25 parents
I) Membership Reporting

a) Cookie Parties Updates:  Lisa Cusick reported good news: The elementary class and both PM primary classes (VC and ISX) have hit 100% PTO membership.  By Friday, October 16th, all three of those classes will have had their cookie parties.  

b) Treasurer’s Report—Jocelyn Aunapu reported that 65 of our 86 families had joined PTO to date. The grand total is 68 families due to teachers and grandparents who have joined. The PTO’s current bank balance is  $1325.00.  Thank you to all who have joined thus far.

II) E-Script and Tuition Tax Credit--Allyson Nash-Pinkham

a) e-Script Program:  Allison shared the great news that the program had already generated  $1,360.44 for MIP.  About half the parents are ordering on line, while the other half are submitting in person orders.  She stressed the importance of ordering holiday gift cards now! By December they are backlogged. The benefit of ordering cards via e-Script (in addition to raising money for MIP) is that parents don’t pay the “processing” fee charged by grocery stores---and those fees add up.

b) Tuition Tax Credit:  Don’t forget, Dec. 31st is the last day to participate in the Arizona school tuition tax credit program. The forms are located in the foyer of both campuses!

III) Committee Reports

a) Fundraising—Lisa Cusick unveiled the MIP Fall Raffle: Prizes include a Blu Ray DVD play; iPod Nano (8 gig with video capacity); and Visa gift cards. Each MIP family has been asked to sell 30 tickets, which are priced at $1.00 each.  In addition to family-sales, tickets will be sold at the November Garage Sale.  Andrea Renouard has worked with Safeway at Indian School and Litchfield Roads to allow MIP to have a sales table on a Saturday, November 21st from 9:00AM to 3:00PM.  The drawing will be at the December PTO meeting, which is currently scheduled for December 10th.  Envelopes with tickets and full details will be sent home to all families.

b) Garage Sale-- Lisa Cusick, speaking on behalf of Andrea Renouard, announced the set up will commence on Nov. 5th with the sale to be held on 6th and 7th. Clean up will be held on November 8th.  

Garage Sale donation drop-offs begin on Oct. 31st.  There will be sign ups for large item pick ups in lobby.  Parents, please pre-sort items into bags or boxes: girls clothes, boys clothes, women’s clothes, men’s clothes, shoes, and household items.  One MIP family has grandparents who own a dry cleaning business, and they will be donating their unclaimed items to the event.  Large items (couches, tables, exercise equipment) will post on Craig’s list first.  An explanatory flyer will go home with students on October 31st.

 
 Lisa Cusick extended enthusiastic words of praise and thanks to the 
fundraising committee for being so smart, talented, hardworking, positive, 
energetic and fabulous!

c) Yearbook—Natalie Nevarez and Katherine Douglas


Presales for yearbook will be held at the upcoming School Picnic!
Yearbook Committee will meet following conclusion of PTO meeting to 
discuss: software selection, classroom photo shoot dates; yearbook 
pricing; advertising.

IV) Upcoming Events:

a) Garage Sale: November 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th
b) 3rd Annual School Picnic: Friday, November 20th from 11:00AM to 1:00 PM. Families provide their own food and beverages.   A bounce house will be provided; a $2.00 family fee will collected before and during the event to pay for the amenity.  Question was raised about the school providing water for the event; the issue will be discussed further.

c) Silent Auction: Will be rolled out in January.  

d) Bunkers Indoor Driving Range:  Any weeknight during November will give 15% to the school. Improve your game and donate to the school at the same time. Thank you, Nicole Morris!

V) School News—Manager, Kim Anderson

Bank has accepted MIP’s offer on land for new school facility.  MIP is still waiting on a signed contract, so we have been advised not to disclose the location. Location should be announced at the November PTO meeting.Everybody keep your fingers crossed and keep our eyes on the prize!

V) Next Meeting Date: Thursday, November 19th, 2009

Meeting adjourned at 3:39PM

Notes respectfully submitted by Katherine Douglas, MIP Secretary

