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Montessori in the Park PTO Meeting

February 18, 2010

Meeting Minutes 

PTO Vision Statement: To extend the Montessori spirit into the community by providing opportunities for parents to be involved with their child's education
Meeting was convened at 3:18 PM by PTO President, Lisa Cusick.
I. Treasurer’s Report—Joceyln Aunapu stated that the MIP PTO has $5047.42 in the bank account.
II. Committee Reports 

Fundraising Committee:  Lisa Cusick

· Spring Training—The volunteer training date has been changed to Saturday, February 27th from 10 to noon, and 1:00 to 3:00 PM.  
Training will be held at the Maryvale Stadium located at 3600 N. 51st Ave, just south of Indian School Rd.

· Volunteers are needed for the March 12th and 13th games.  We are at the bare minimum of 10 each day, but ideally we should have 13 and two alternates.


In addition, we are in need of alternates for all games to work in case a regularly scheduled volunteer has to back out unexpectedly.

If you absolutely can’t go to the Feb. 27th training, then you may receive training on the day of the game, in the morning (volunteers will be on site for three hours getting set up prior to the start of the game).  Same day training is not an optimal situation but the volunteer coordinator will grant some leeway due to the rescheduling of the original training date.

· Silent Auction—Tara Gaffney reports the event will be held at Ground Control; 10% of all food, beverages, wine, beer sales will go to MIP.  Ground Control will advertise the event for us.  The Fundraising Committee is looking for local donations to the Silent Auction that can be bundled and might be difficult to price as single items (as opposed to gift cards that have an obvious price).  For example, handmade jewelry, crafts…services such as haircuts, facials. 
Teacher Appreciation Committee—Andrea Renouard reported an excellent response to her call for parent volunteers to facilitate Teacher Appreciation week in May.  Sixteen (16) parents from four classrooms have volunteered and are planning great things.
MIP on Facebook.  Andrea Renouard set up a Facebook account for MIP.  Send MIP an Facebook a fan request.  Once the request is granted, Andrea invites parents to become site administrators so many people can post events on the site. 
Community Outreach:  Andrea Renouard and Tara Mott

· Tres Rios River Clean up is Saturday, Feb. 20th from  7 AM to 10AM.  Meet at the bridge by  PIR entrance.  Wear long pants and bring tongs to help pick up icky items. 

· Animal Shelter Support Program: The Elementary Class will be teaming up with the preschool classrooms to collect old towels and washable blankets that will used to make animal beds.  Collection boxes will be set out next week.  The elementary class may need parental help with sewing, cutting towels into squares.  These beds will benefit the Maricopa County Animal Shelter.
· Heifer International Donation Drive: The Elementary Class has set a goal of raising $120.00 for to purchase a goat for an African village through Heifer International.  The Preschool Classes are invited to join this effort, perhaps to purchase flocks of chicks, which cost $20.00.
III.  Upcoming Events

· Macayo’s Monday Restaurant Night on Feb. 22nd:  The official hours are from 5:00 to 8:00 PM, but the manager indicated that he would accept the flyer for lunch and take out sales.  Rich the Balloon guy will be there.

· Registration materials are due Friday, Feb. 26th. The materials include a deposit of $105.00  per family along with  25% of monthly tuition for each child attending next year.
· Pavilion Donor Packets are ready to go out.  Buy a brick, build a school!  
Discussion ensued around the question of: What if multiple people go after the big ticket items?  Also the question was raised:  Do we have a committee of people who might hit up community businesses, to say “We’re coming.”  The suggestion was made for the Yearbook team to sell pavers to businesses who are purchasing ads.

· We still need people for spring training fundraisers on March 12th and 13th.
· ACA is looking for technical writers. Contact Kim Anderson if interested.

· Informal night out at Marjerle’s on McDowell, Sat. February 20th, 6:00 PM.
· Next PTO meeting is Thursday, March 25th at 3:15 PM.
Meeting was adjourned at 3:45 PM
Minutes respectfully submitted by Katherine Douglas, PTO Secretary

